Lesson Plan :  House of Commons Debate in Grade 5
Sylvia Chiang

Note:  
This lesson was actually done in a grade five Extended French class entirely in French.  For ease of comprehension, I have not focussed on the French component, except for the expectations covered.
Pre-planning:

Students should be familiar with the House of Commons floorplan and the role of MPs.

Before the students arrive in class the teacher must arrange the desks to resemble the floorplan of the House of Commons (see resources).  The main components necessary are two rows of desks (government) facing another two rows of desks (opposition) with some desks in the middle (clerk and table officers) and a large chair at one end (speaker).  Large labels for each of the items on the floorplan that the teacher wishes to discuss should also be prepared ahead of time.

Instructional Focus:
Social Studies:  Understanding what takes place in the House of Commons
Time Spent:  approximately 90 minutes (more if doing a formal debate) 
Learning Goals:
This activity addresses expectations in three subject areas:
Social Studies

- describe the structure and components of Canada’s federal, provincial/territorial, and

municipal governments

- identify current and historical political figures and their significance (e.g., provincial/

territorial,municipal, and federal leaders; members of provincial legislatures and the

federal Parliament; members of municipal council)

– explain the significance of civic buildings and symbols (e.g., the federal Parliament

Buildings, the Peace Tower, the Speaker’s Mace, the national anthem, Queen’s Park,

flags and coats of arms, local public buildings and memorials)

– use appropriate vocabulary (e.g., government, local, municipal, provincial, federal, democracy, citizenship, legislature, constituency, prime minister, premier, mayor, governor general, monarchy, lieutenant-governor, cabinet, opposition, election, majority, minority, electors, riding, county, civil servant, right, responsibility ) to describe their inquiries and observations

– model activities and processes of responsible citizenship (e.g., re-enact or model a

citizenship ceremony; engage in democratic class meetings; hold a mock election;

create a series of diary entries that a new Canadian might have written throughout the immigration and citizenship process; plan and participate in a heritage-day event).

Extended French Language Arts

Oral Communication
– express ideas and opinions on a variety of familiar topics, using correct pronunciation and appropriate intonation

- listen and respond to the viewpoints of others in a group discussion on a specific topic (e.g., by asking questions and offering opinions)

- ask and respond to questions from others when working in groups

– recognize and use appropriate language structures in oral communication activities

Drama

B1.1 engage actively in drama exploration and role play, with a focus on examining issues and themes in fiction and non-fiction sources from diverse communities, times, and places (e.g., interview story characters who represent opposing views on an issue; use role play to explore social issues related to topics such as the environment, immigration, bullying, treaties, the rights and responsibilities of the child)
Hook to Introduce Lesson
Teacher sets up the class to resemble the floor plan of the House of Commons.  As the students enter, they are asked, “Why does the classroom look different?” 
Teacher-Directed Lesson
· The teacher guides the students through the labeling of the classroom.  She holds up the label “Speaker” and has students Think-Pair-Share to decide what piece of furniture in the classroom will represent the Speaker’s chair.  
· Once they have figured out that it is the teacher’s larger chair, they use that as a reference point to label the rest of the class.  By comparing the floor plan of the House of Commons with the new set up of furniture in the classroom, students label the furniture and discover their roles in the upcoming drama debate.  
· The students to the right of the Speaker represent the government and those to the left are the Opposition.  A student in the front row of each group (two that are directly opposite one another) will be given the title of Prime Minister and Opposition Leader. 
·  Optionally, students whose desks are in the middle are told they are clerks or hansard officers in charge of advising the speaker and taking notes as to what is said during the debate.  The students in the interpreters section can be in charge of translating the debate.  Alternately, the teacher may choose to have all students take on the role of MPs for the debate.
Student Task

Once the room has been labeled and all students know their roles, the students are given a subject to debate.  The topic should be engaging to the students and have a number of good points for and against.  Some examples:

1. School uniforms should be made mandatory at our school

2. The price of school pizza lunches should be increased 

3. Recess should be extended to 20 minutes instead of 15 minutes

The government and opposition are assigned a stance on the topic to be debated.  Students are then given some time to brainstorm individually or in pairs possible arguments for their stance, as well as possible arguments the other side might give.   

Sharing of work, ideas, knowledge:
The sharing of knowledge and ideas can take place during the debate (see Final Presentation).  If you would like to extend the lesson into more of an Oral Language focus, the class can spend time working on arguments for a formal debate.  This step is optional and will make the lesson much longer.
Formal Debate:

Once the students have some ideas to share, each side meets in two groups to discuss what points they have come up with.  The government meets at one end of the class and the opposition at the other.  Half of each group goes over the points they have come up with for their stance.  They then decide what are their strongest points and who will present these and how.  For example, if the government is arguing that schools should have uniforms, they might have three students present the following points:

1) uniforms make everyone equal so students won’t be judged by their clothes.

2) uniforms make it easier to identify someone who doesn’t belong on school property.

3) uniforms make it easy to get dressed in the morning because you know what you will wear already.

The other half of each group discusses what the other side might say and how they will counter the argument.  They also assign three students who will speak during the debate.  Generally these need to be the students who can think fast on their feet.  Examples of things they could plan for might look like this:

1) They might say “uniforms are expensive”.  We will say it is worth the investment.  Plus you have to buy clothes anyways.  And you could buy them second hand.

2) They might say “students won’t get to express their own style”.  We will say students can express their style after school still. 

etc.
Final Presentation:
The debate takes place once both sides have prepared their arguments and counter arguments.  The teacher explains the format the debate will take and reminds students to use the appropriate language during the debate.  Students are encouraged to take on a role and to speak to one another as they witnessed in the video they watched of a political debate in the House of Commons.  
For example the Speaker is addressed as Mr/Madam Speaker.  All remarks and points must be made to the Speaker, and not to the opposing members of Parliament.  The teacher then takes on the role of the Speaker and allows one side to forward the motion.  Example:  The first student might say, “Mr. Speaker, the government puts forth the motion that the school should require all students to wear uniforms.”
Accomodations and Modifications

· there are labels (visual aids) placed throughout the room as part of the teacher-directed lesson, which students can refer to
· students can work with a partner during the brainstorming session 

· participation in the debate is voluntary  - some students may choose to remain quiet and observe.

· if doing a more formal debate, students with more difficult roles (actually debating the issue) have the support of their group (government or opposition) and can work together to decide their points and who will make them. 

Assessment

* The students’ worksheet with ideas for and against the debate topic are collected for assessment. 

 * During the planning phase the teacher takes part in the discussions with each group and notes anecdotally on a class list students’ contributions including any misconceptions or insightful comments.  

* During the debate students are assessed for drama.  If possible, the debate can be filmed (like a real session of Parliament) and viewed by the students, who can then reflect on their own and others’ drama

* The next day, a quiz can be given where students label a blank House of Commons floor plan to see if students understood the beginning of the lesson.  
Resources:

It is helpful for students to watch a short video of a debate or question period in the House of Commons so that they can see how MPs speak, address one another through the speaker, etc.  Examples can be found on You Tube.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TWNF2_X7zZ8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ld0NnUbQY-M
A vote being tallied in the House:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=seCxYevVYMA
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